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AHHA! INFO-TAINMENT…The 
Underground Press is back!  

In this packed edition, you’ll discover: 

1. What do Mick Jagger, Steve Jobs, 
Autism & Bitcoin Have in Common? 

2. Unique VA Buyer Profiles: 62-year-old 
Navy Veteran Beverly Harris scores 
with a condo! 

3. Front-Line Soldiers: Meet Our SoCal 
VA Homes Team, fighting for our 
Veteran’s right to BUY, SELL & 
Refinance their ideal home. 

4. The Marine Corps celebrates its 246th 
Birthday! 

5. Veterans Day 2021: Honoring all our 
Veterans who served in the Military. 

6. Wisdom from Colin Powell…and 
MacArthur, Patton & Churchill 

7. Product Highlight: The VA Cash Out 
Refi! 

8. Referral Recognition, Thank You for 
Your Referrals! 

9. We SELL HOMES! Just Listed and 
Sold! 

10. Samson’s EXPLOITS…a MAN on a 
mission: Season 2 Episode 1 - Journey 
Into The Unknown 

What do Mick Jagger, Steve Jobs, 
Autism, & Investing Bitcoin Have in 
Common? – By Peter Van Brady 
 
As I write this my back is killing me! OMG. At age 
58, it’s bad enough that my ears are ringing off the 
hook all the time (tinnitus)…but as I was 
volunteering at a non-profit in town as a gardener 
(long story), I literally twisted left, reached into the 
dirt…and that was it! VZZZZT!!! Back spasm 
#1,210,412…oh boy, the back has been an issue 
since my teens, but…DANG!  

 
MICK JAGGER on the other hand…who’s back on 
tour with the Stones…seems to be like a Gumby 
action figure in his 20s! The dude is 78, and he 
dances around the stage at warp speed, like a 
spring chicken…running laps in front of Ronnie & 
Keith, as he belts out all the hits from the very 
inception of Rock & Roll! Mick the rock legend is 
DAMN INSPIRING – a product of non-stop yoga I 
suppose! And the level of professionalism that the 
band brings to the stage AT THIS AGE…well…it’s 
SHOCKINGLY GOOD! I’ve seen nearly every 
Stones tour since I was a kid, and this October was 
no different - I took in both shows in LA on a 
Thursday & Sunday last month as “book-ends” to a 
wedding weekend in Scottsdale, AZ (exhausting 
four days!) And I wasn’t 
alone…nearly 100,000 fans from five 
generations joined me, witnessing 
once again, the longest running R&B-
rock dynasty. RIP Charlie 
Watts…you we most certainly missed.  
 
Speaking of INSPIRING…who inspires you? I have 
a collage of framed images on my office wall…each 
image inspires me in a unique way. The (young) 
STEVE JOBS holds 
a prominent spot 
because the guy 
was a REBEL in so 
many great ways! 
He didn’t flinch in 
the face adversity. 
He had a well-
known moody, 
passionate pursuit 
of excellence, a zest 
for product 
development and 
demanding 
management style, 
which all forged together, requiring his team to 
raise their own expectations of what was possible. 
This recipe achieved massive success.  
 
Steve always inspired his team to innovate, 
pushing creativity, product simplicity & beauty and 
delivering the end user’s WOW EXPERIENCE. 
That whole combination of attributes, from unusual, 
visionary leadership, to top-of-class execution by 
his soldiers, produced an ecosystem of 
UNPRECEDENTED consumer value. 
Yeah…STEVE JOBS still inspires me…like he did 
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during his commencement speech to the Stanford 
graduating class of 2005 (my parents Alma Madre 
btw)…You should read the speech – easy to find - 
very renowned. 
 
He told the grads, “Stay hungry…STAY FOOLISH. 
I have always wished that for myself. And now, as 
you graduate to begin anew, I wish that for you.” I 
have always been very inspired by Steve’s 
life…more about the other pictures on the wall next 
time… 
 
Taking risks when you’re an ENTREPRENEUR like 
JOBS (AND Jagger), you must maintain an 
unwavering belief in what you’re doing - your 
mission - your passion - your vision. IT’S NEARLY 
IMPOSSIBLE! SO MANY ROADBLOCKS STAND 
IN YOUR WAY…Every day something small or 
large tries to knock you off course to some 
increasing degree of magnitude. Some roadblocks 
can appear nearly FATAL. Health-energy, 
employee issues or hiring mistakes, execution 
capacity, aging technology, operating capital - 
MONEY, recruiting challenges, unmet sales 
promises & marketing deficiencies…the list is SO 
ENDLESS, you want to QUIT almost every 
day…but you have to dig DEEP…draw from 
resources that inspire you…and “suck it up 
buttercup!” I heard Marcus Luttrell use that on his 
podcast intro, and I liked it! 
 
On some of these challenging days, it’s easy to put 
my obstacles and fears into perspective when I 
remind myself that our clientele frequently GAVE so 
much, SACRIFICED so much and BELIEVED SO 
MUCH in their cause (especially in their brothers 
next to them.) When you think about it…you served 
to give me the opportunity to be FREE to CHOOSE 
to do THIS…be an entrepreneur is the great 
USA…and take risks to build a business that helps 
YOU. It’s a “pay it forward,” “what goes around, 
comes around” kind of relationship - And I’m very 
grateful for all of it…even the days when the 
challenges seem like a nearly vertical uphill climb, 
and I can’t see summit. 
 
You know, I’ve been at this…exclusively helping 
active military and Veterans since 9-11. Back then I 
realized that most first responders were Veterans. 
”Wow, I thought - Cool.” I’ve told my story many 
times about how I experienced this gravitational 
pull…a force that kept drawing me in…and helped 
me further ignite my passion to build a business 

that creates better ways for Veterans to get into 
houses. At some point it was clear that I had to 
make a decision… 
 
The Pull” CAUSED ME TO MAKE A CRITICAL 
DECISION - TO INVEST MORE THAN A 
QUARTER $MILLION$ IN MARKETING… Just to 
ATTEMPT…to attract more Veterans - my 
audience that would hopefully listen and appreciate 
what we’re doing here. I had to do a lot of things to 
raise the visibility of our company. And I had to 
launch ANOTHER website. 
 
THE WEBSITE! In case you have not browsed the 
site after April 2nd, 2020, I launched version FIVE 
of the SoCal VA Homes website…and SHE’S 
BEAUTIFUL! I spent nine months of my precious 
time with a developer (and a CRAPLOAD of 
money) to get this ULTIMATE RESOURCE up and 
running. Visit the site, at the bottom you can search 
for anything! All the tools you’ll ever need to help 
you BUY, SELL & REFINANCE, using your VA 
loan. 
 
So…this ENTREPRENUER made a decision to 
reach out to more Veterans and help them! But my 
(all Veteran – All Star team) could also use your 
help too! PLEASE REFER US ANYONE who might 
want help Buying, Selling or Refinancing, using 
their VA loan. – Thank You So Much! 
 
Speaking of precious time – there’s never enough, 
right? So many demands on time, especially 
family – A quick update on the Brady family 2021. 
Chelsea is 27 and excelling in 
her career as a young 
professional in marketing…and 
Mia is off studying Neuro-
Science, as a sophomore) at 
Loyola in Chicago. Does anyone 
remember “The Mouth of Mia”? 
Here she is, back in the day… 
 
Yet, Nancy and I (mostly Nance) are still 
EXTREEMLY BUSY 
taking care of our 24 
year-old son Nicholas, 
who has AUTISM.  
 
He’s in the middle of 
the spectrum, 
somewhat verbal and 
still has massive 
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anxiety attacks that scare the crap out of us. (Our 
own form of household PTSD.) I don’t mean to take 
away anything from those Veterans who suffer, but 
when Nick begins to show signs of an oncoming 
episode, it’s brutally nerve racking. Nancy is our 
AMAZING ANGEL - the primary care-giver for Nick. 
He is an EXCEPTIONAL young man…love him to 
death. But every decision our family makes begins 
with how it first impacts Nick. Having a special 
needs adult son in the house is often a blessing, 
but it poses some unique and intense challenges. 
Pray for us - we could use the help! And wish 
Nancy a Happy B-Day on 11/09, before the USMC! 
 
I’ll finish with my passion about INVESTING and 
thoughts on crypto. Naturally I heard of BITCOIN 
long ago, and 
then watched 
its meteoric ride 
up to $20,000, 
then it’s fall 
again. 
Everyone made 
that comparison 
of the “Tulip 
Mania” of 1637. 
Then we 
witnessed that latest crypto rally, capitulating in 
April this year. BTC (Bitcoin) soared to $64,856 on 
April 14th, while I happened to be vacationing in 
and around Tulum, near Cancun Mexico. It seemed 
that every young service provider at the hotels, etc. 
was invested in crypto, but I wasn’t! Then we were 
having drinks around the cabana, and my friend 
said, “don’t miss out on the greatest new asset 
class of our lifetime. Download this app.” So I 
downloaded the crypto.com app (and have been 
watching every day since!) I told my buddy, “Look, 
if everyone is taking about it, and I’m finally talking 
about it, THEN I’M CALLING A TOP TODAY!” I 
WAS RIGHT. THAT WAS THE TOP! Two days 
later, that Sunday morning during breakfast, my 
friend was a little gloomy because his crypto 
portfolio was getting slammed. 
 
HERE’S MY OPINION, for what it’s worth, about 
crypto (even after Josh Brown 3X ed his money on 
ALGORAND in the last few months.) It’s all SO 
volatile, that I would be seriously inclined to trade it, 
as opposed to a buy & hold strategy. And if I were 
trading it, I would be very distracted by the price 
volatility all day long! Crypto trades 24/7 - 
exhausting! It doesn’t have true utility…YET, so it’s 

an asset that is only worth what buyers & sellers 
THINK it’s worth at that moment. 
THEREFORE…for now, after careful consideration 
of developing a crypto portfolio, as all crypto was 
getting slammed this spring/summer, I’ve yet to 
participate. Crypto is rallying hard as I write this, 
and BTC has made new record highs. FOMO? 
(Fear of Missing Out?) 
 
IF I’m going to take on the risk of trading, I’m going 
to trade bond futures (like I did in the late 80s) or 
trade stock options or index options or commodity 
options. These are all equally, if not more 
volatile…all have true utility to varying degrees, and 
they are something I understand well – no learning 
curve. 
 
SO MAY I INTRODUCE: 
 
The VETERAN’S INVESTMENT CLUB. It’s FREE 
and it’s going to be tailored for the novice – the 
beginner. Josh and I have formed an investment 
club to share our ideas about BUILDING 
WEALTH…safely. I know there is some interest in 
this topic…KARINA PASSI…are you reading? We 
have clients and associates in the business of 
Financial Planning / Financial Counsel as well. 
We’ll invite them into the fold very often to share 
their ideas. This will be BY and FOR active Military 
& Veterans. There is a big NEED HERE, in my 
opinion. Too many Veterans ONLY consider real 
estate as an investment. That breaks RULE #1 : 
Diversification. So let’s get started! 

62 Yr Old Retired Navy Veteran Gets 
Her First Home in 40 Years! 

La Mirada, CA: Navy Veteran, Beverly Harris, 
just crushed it, using her 
VA! 
We caught up with Beverly 
Harris, in the midst of her 
busy move in schedule, to 
tell us about the highlights 
of her home buying 
journey in the midst of 
“market madness!” 

It started over a year 
ago…when she got pre-
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approved with Veterans United, the big 
company that dominates the internet. They 
referred her a local realtor, and boy did she 
say that was a bust! “The realtor was not a 
Veteran, had no first-hand knowledge or 
experience working with Veterans and could 
not answer most of my questions…especially 
those relating to Veteran benefits and tax 
exemption issues,” said Beverly. 
Somehow…she tolerated the process with this 
bungling agent, dragging on for a nearly year! 
Frustrated…feeling misled and trapped, she 
decided to take action…and began surfing for 
answers online. 

When she found the SoCal VA Homes website 
and opened an email from Peter Van Brady, 
her sprit lifted, and her compass & trajectory 
were re-set in a hurry.  At the age of 62…no 
problem…she easily began the VA loan 
application process online. “It was a very 
efficient and professional VA loan approval 
experience with the staff,”  

“Josh was fantastic, and answered all my 
questions and like clockwork. Peter jumped in 
every time I needed his help too,” Beverly 
recalled. “But the real game changer was 
Felix!” 

SoCal VA Homes employs military Veteran real 
estate agents, that KNOW VA. “Felix was a 
super star professional,” she said. “He was 
tremendously patient with me, finding the right 
condos in this market and making VA offers. It 
was tough,” said Beverly.  

Beverly told us how she felt about the roller-
coaster experience. “It really was frustrating 
with the broken promises from the other 
company. But when I realized SoCal VA 
Homes was focused on delivering what the 
website claims, and your team was intent on 
rising to the challenging market conditions, it all 
came together and was totally worth the effort!” 

Veteran friends and family and she replied, “Of 
course…I have already have!” We asked 
Beverly if she would refer us to her 

Thank you Beverly. We’re very grateful for your 
support and trust. And thank you for your 
service to our country!    

Please call 
us at 949-
268-7742 
now to 
refer us to 
Veterans 
like 
Beverly! 

Our Team of Military Veterans 
Utilizes a Set of Unique & Powerful 
Programs to Create EASIER, 
BETTER Ways to Buy Homes Using 
Your VA Loan 

A special shout out to these two: U.S.M.C. 
Veteran Robert Hetrick and especially Carrie 
Waters (Navy Spouse), who has supported our 
loan processing efforts from the start! Thx Rob 
and THANK YOU SO MUCH CARRIE! More 
on these two next month… 

Meet Our Military Veteran Core 
Team Members 

Gary Blackburn – Director Business 
Development; 
U.S. Navy 1962-
1968 

“It is an honor to 
work with our team 
of Veterans 
dedicated to serving 
the Military and 

Veteran home buying community here in So. 
California.” 
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Josh Brown – Director Loan Production - 
U.S. Army 2000-
2009 

“I joined the 
organization 
because I wanted 
to serve the 
community of men 
and women that I 
trained and fought 
beside for so 

many years. I also found the staff at SoCal VA 
Homes to be passionate and cut from the 
same cloth as me. The founder Peter Van 
Brady is an example of the kind of leader I 
want to follow not out of necessity, rather 
because I trust and believe in him.” 

Mike Bullock – Property Acquisition 
Specialist - U.S. Navy 
1967-1971 

"Knowing Peter Van 
Brady for many, many 
years, I knew his passion 
for helping Veterans and 
active military find their 
ideal home. I share that 
same passion as do all of 
our team members. I 
knew this is where I 

wanted to be.” 
 
Felix Figueroa – Property Acquisition 

Specialist - 
U.S.M.C. 1997-
2003 

“As a Veteran and a 
realtor, I had a vision to 
be able to create an 
organization that would 
bring a high level of 
expertise and 

professionalism to our military Veteran buyers and 
sellers, helping them navigate the process and 

helping them build generational wealth.  When I 
met Peter and learned about SoCal VA Homes, I 
knew that we had the same goals and vision. This 
made me joining SoCal VA Homes an easy 
decision.” 

Cindy Reyna – Property Acquisition 
Specialist Military 
Spouse 2003-2007 
and beyond! 

“I joined SoCal VA 
Homes because I 
believe our veterans 
deserve the best. My 
heart has always 
been to help in any 
way I can. With my 

husband being a veteran and seeing the 
obstacles he's had to overcome, my efforts 
here are just a small gesture on my part to 
provide Veterans the best possible home 
buying experience. SoCal VA Homes offers 
hope…and the possibility of a better future 
outside of the military. I was excited and 
honored to be a part of a company that has a 
heart and compassion for the men and 
women who have served.” 

Dave Velazquez – Loan Production - 
U.S. Navy 1969-1971 
 

“This willey Navy Veteran wanted to be 
associated with a company that has as its 

central 
mission…helping 
Veterans use their 
benefits to buy and 
refinance their 
homes.” 
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Samson – SoCal VA Homes Special Ops 
Team Leader 2008 – Present 

“I’m the team member that supports all that 
SoCal VA Homes stands for…the warrior…the 
Veteran Real Estate Super Hero that is in all of 
us…as team members, aspiring to the highest 
level of commitment and excellence for our 
military Veteran clients.” 

MARINE CORPS BIRTHDAY 

November 10, 2021: Happy 246th Birthday 
Marines!…Oorah!  “Some people spend an 

entire lifetime wondering if 
they make a difference in 
the 
world.  But the Marines 
don’t have that problem.” 
- President Ronald 
Reagan 

What civilians (and maybe “squids” & other 
branches should know - lol): 

1. Marines have their favorite words with 
“outstanding” being 
their favorite adjective, often used to 
describe their day.  

2. Marines don’t use their pockets because 
items in their pockets 
create a bulky, sloppy appearance.  
Instead, they will often 
carry and store things in their socks. 

3. BLT, is not only a delicious sandwich, 
but is also an acronym 
for the Marine Expeditionary Unit’s 
Battalion Landing Team 
often referred to as the “very tip of the 
spear.” 

4. Shower Shoe is a term applied to all 
newer than new recruits 
when even the tern “boot” is too 
complimentary. 

5. Marines love their Poncho Liner which 
they consider a critical 
piece of field gear, especially in cold 
weather.  

Enjoy the U.S.M.C. Ball this year Marines – 
You earned it, as always. 

A VETERAN’S DAY THANK YOU 

The staff here at SoCalVaHomes are all 
Veterans and we  
celebrate Veterans Day, November 11th, with 
special feelings of gratitude for this day.  Of 
course, Veterans Day is set 
aside to thank and honor Veterans who 
served…but without that service, we wouldn’t 
have the FREEDOM to do what we do. The 
Team at SoCal VA Homes thanks you, from 
one Veteran to another. 

Wisdom From Those Who Served 

Colin Powell 04/05/1937-10/18/2021  

“There are no secrets to success.  It is the 
result  
of preparation, hard work, and learning from  
failure.” - Colin Powell 

“A true leader has the confidence to stand 
alone, the courage to make tough decisions, 
and the compassion to listen to the needs of 
others.” - General Douglas MacArthur 

“We sleep safely at night because rough men 
stand ready to visit violence on those who 
would harm us.” - Winston Churchill 
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“The more you sweat in peace, the less you 
bleed in war.” - General Norman Schwarzkopf 

“I don’t measure a man’s success by how 
high he climbs but by how high he bounces 
when he hits bottom.” - General George Patton 

“Progress occurs when courageous, skillful 
leaders seize the opportunity to change things 
for the better.” - Harry S. Truman 

Do YOU have a favorite quote from a military 
leader? Please email it to 
hello@socalvahomes.org We’ll use it next 
month and give you credit! Thx!     

Product Highlight 

Property Values Have Skyrocketed! THINK 
ABOUT…The VA Cash Out Refinance: The 
Ultimate Home Loan, especially if you’re 
receiving VA Disability. IS THERE 
ANYWHERE ELSE WHERE YOU CAN 

 Borrow 100% of the value of an asset? 
(Your house) 

 Get the lowest rates known to mankind.  
 Use proceeds for anything, especially 

INVESTING! 

“Responsibly” borrowing to invest in real estate 
or other appreciating assets makes investors 
RICH. Why not YOU? Values are UP…rates 
are RISING…NOW is the time to consider 
getting cash from your home Call 949-268-
7742 to speak with one of our Sr. VA Loan 
Professionals today! 

REFERRAL RECOGNITION 

Thank you Karla Nichols! We appreciate your 
referral to Kwane Morgan who used SoCal VA 
Homes to purchase his home using his VA 
loan benefits!   

Thank you Alex Rodriguez for referring Julio 
& Carmella Hernandez for their VA cash-out 
refinance. 

Thank you Marcel Smith for referring Joseph 
& Elizabeth Godin who have executed a 
conventional refinance, freeing his VA 
entitlement to purchase their new property! 

Referrals are the lifeblood of all business, 
ESPECIALLY OURS! Referrals are the 
GREATEST COMPLIMENT we can ever 
receive acknowledging our efforts to provide 
the best service to our Veteran community.  

If we missed recognizing YOUR referral, 
please email us at hello@socalvahomes.org 
and we’ll recognize it next month! Thx!  

JUST LISTED - JUST SOLD 

Our Team of Military Veteran Real 
Estate Professionals Will SELL your 
Home at The Highest Price anywhere in 
SoCal!  

JUST Sold 07/29: 201 E. Woodstock Ave., 
Orange 

 

JUST Sold 08/10: 12 Via Latigo, Rancho Santa 
Margarita 
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JUST Sold 09/23: 697 Suukat Ct., San Jacinto 

 

Call 949-268-7742 to speak with one of our 
military Veteran Property Specialist to get 
advice about planning your home sale and 
move! 

Samson’s EXPLOITS…a MAN…on 
a mission 

Season 2 Episode 1: Samson’s Journey into 
The Unknown 
 
“I know this is the right road…ah, 
there it is.” Samson pulled his 2022 all-electric 
Land Rover 
SUV sharply to the right, onto a dirt road,  
leading up to a very old, weather-beaten  
two-story house. He climbed out and  
glanced towards the dark ugly structure,  
as an unsettling sense of foreboding swept  
over him. The house looked deserted with  
broken railings and cracked windows  
indicating it had been years since last  
occupied. His trim, US Navy trained, 
athletic body tensed up…in anticipation. 

“Oh God help us…out here in the  
middle of nowhere.  Why would the boss 
 think about buying this piece of crap?”   
His owner believed in miracles often   
occurring when you just pressed forward 
and gave it your all on any task. 
“Well, it’s gonna take a miracle to turn this 
dump into a livable home,” he thought. 

“What the hell was that?” 

The hairs on the back of his neck stood 
up as he caught a glimpse of a dark form 
darting behind a back corner of the house. 
Samson thought it looked human, but then 
again….maybe not. 

“And that sound…what is that sound?” 
A deep, hollow moaning sound filled 
the cold, morning air punctuated by what 
sounded like heavy chains being dragged 
over a wooden floor. 

“Time to get real. Stay frosty,” he told himself.  
Samson advanced  
towards the ghostly house reaching  
to reassuringly touch the .45 Winchester 
Magnum pistol secured inside his jacket. 

To be continued… 

Please Visit our New Website for all sorts 
of helpful tools! Every VA Topic is 
covered in depth! (Search at bottom.) 

 Search all listed property in California 
 VA Loan Affordability Calculator  
 VA Funding Fee Calculator  
 VA Mortgage Payment Calculator 
 Get a complimentary copy of Peter’s 

Book! 

WHO ARE WE?  

We are a team of 
Veterans helping 
Veterans with a set of 
Unique & Powerful 
programs that create 
EASIER, BETTER ways 
to buy homes using your 
VA Loan.” Please call us 
at 949-268-7742 to Buy, Sell or Refinance! 


